
African American religious history has largely been written from the
perspective of believers and belief. But what about the religious
perspectives of skeptics, the doubtful, and unbelievers? What value can be
gained from explorations of their views? Wallace Best answers these
questions with a historical-literary analysis of the work of Harlem
Renaissance writer, Langston Hughes. Hughes’s work has served, often
unrecognized, as an alternative source of spiritual authority and a viable
historical account of black religion. He wrote as much about religion as he
did any other topic. Hughes was an astute thinker about religion, and his
artistic production cannot be fully known apart from an examination of his
thoughts on God, the church, and matters of ultimate meaning.


